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Volunteer Appreciation Beach Bash
Over 200 people braved the rain and storms to attend 
the St. Francis of Assisi Volunteer Appreciation Beach 
Bash on Friday, April 24. Hosted by the Stewardship 
Committee, the parish took the opportunity to 
thank all the many volunteers that contribute 
their time and talent to our various ministries and 
activities. The event featured a Caribbean-style band, 
complete with steel drums, as well as a full spread 
of hor d’oeuvres. Attendees danced while sipping on 
Coronas and bellinis, or eating an ice cream cone. 
Many people took advantage of the photo booth to 
commemorate their “beach” adventure. Wearing 
his best hawaiian shirt and baseball cap, Fr. Flynn 
took time to mingle with parishioners, saying “our 
volunteer appreciation event is just one small way 
we can thank everyone who serves St. Francis.” In 
addition to thanking our many volunteers, St. Francis 
would like to give a big thank you to Holy Trinity 
Catholic School, which provided the childcare for 
the evening. We are already looking forward to next 
year’s event, when we hope even more volunteers will 
join us for an evening of fellowship and festivities! 



OFFICE HOURS
Monday -  9:15 am - 8:30 pm
Thursday (closed for lunch - 
  12:00 pm - 1:30 pm)
Friday 9:15 am - 12:00 pm
Sunday 8:30 am - 12:30 pm

CHURCH HOURS
Monday -  8:00 am - 8:30 pm
Thursday 
Friday 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday 7:00 am - 5:30 pm

MASS SCHEDULE
WEEKENDS (nursery/guardería)
Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm
Sunday  8:00 am
   10:00 am
    (en español) 1:00 pm
   4:30 pm

WEEKDAYS
Monday  8:30 am
Wednesday  6:00 pm
Thursday  8:30 am
Friday  8:30 am
1st Saturday  8:30 am

St. Francis Catholic Church
861 Wildwood Lane
Grapevine, Texas 76051
817.481.2685 // sfatx.org

It seems inconceivable that summer is nearly 
upon us and that we have ended another 
year of religious education, confirmed a new 
batch of young saints, and brought several 
adults into the fullness of the Catholic faith 
at the Easter Vigil.  As we enter into summer, 
I am excited to introduce the very first issue 
of The Grapevine, a quarterly newsletter of 
the parish of St. Francis of Assisi.

The parish of St. Francis of Assisi is an extremely dynamic church 
with dozens of ministries, hundreds of volunteers and countless 
opportunities for spiritual growth geared to parishioners of all 
ages.  We are not only dynamic in our ministries and events, but 
we are a growing parish with new parishioners signing up each 
week. The Grapevine will be a way for everyone to more fully 
connect with their parish home.

I am very excited about The Grapevine.  It will be filled with 
upcoming events, educational information, helpful hints, and 
articles highlighting different parishioners and ministries that 
make St. Francis a wonderful place to come to know Christ more 
fully.  I look forward to your input and please share your feedback 
and suggestions for upcoming issues. Don’t forget to give a copy 
of The Grapevine to family, friends and co-workers, and invite 
them to become part of our parish family.

May God bless you and your family,

Fr. James Flynn 
Pastor

FROM THE PASTOR

CONNECT WITH 
ST. FRANCIS
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

@StFrancisTXU
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PARISH PRIDE

Our Parish Preschool
On behalf of the St. Francis of Assisi Preschool, we want to invite you to come discover the 
warm and enriching environment that we’ve provided for the children and families of St. 
Francis for the last 25 years. The St. Francis of Assisi Preschool believes in educating the 
total child through spiritual, social, cognitive, and physical activities that support their 
natural development. Every student gets frequent opportunities to learn about their faith 
through prayer, blessings, the saints, and Chapel time. In addition, our developmentally 

appropriate curriculum prepares our students to meet the social, emotional, and intellectual expectations of 
Kindergarten. You can take comfort in the knowledge that our teachers are highly qualified 
and experienced.  Our teachers have been with us an average of 10 years.  Because of our 
low staff turnover, our students and their families build a strong bond that enables the 
children to thrive beyond the preschool years.

St. Francis Preschool is currently enrolling for the 2015-2016 school year.  We invite you 
to come and visit our program to learn more about how we can support your family’s goal 
of education for your child. To find out more or to schedule a tour, please contact Karen at 
817-481-2685 ext 230 or kdeal@sfatx.org. 

272 
First  Communicants 

May God bless you as you continue on your faith 
journeys as vital members of the St. Francis family! 

Congratulations to our
96 
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PARISH HAPPENINGS

St. Francis recently launched a podcast, “The Frank Show,” found on 
both Soundcloud and iTunes. Jared, Edmund, and Nic have recorded 
a few episodes about the popular Catholic book Forming Intentional 
Disciples. These discussions tackle what it means to be a Disciple of 
Christ and how this dimension of the Faith can remedy the major loss 
of Catholics the Church has experienced in the United States over the 
last several decades. You can find other episodes, such as an interview 
with Deacon Harold Burke Sivers and a special Easter episode where 
Edmund and Jared relive the joys and funny behind the scenes 
moments of Holy Week and the Easter Vigil. This podcast show will be 
constantly changing, with plans for some amazing episodes including 
interviews with parishioners and staff members, explanations of the 
faith, and discussions on all sorts of topics. Purchase the book Forming 
Intentional Disciples & follow along: sfatx.org/watch-listen/frankshow/

Whether you’ve been married here or prepared a funeral here, received your first sacraments or participated 
in a parish reconciliation service, attended Stations of the Cross or attended Mass, you have a sense of my 
love for the liturgy and my desire for you to love the liturgy, too.  I am fortunate to be involved in our parish 
spiritual life through the preparation of liturgies and music.  I pray that what I do helps you enter into the 
celebrations more deeply and brings you closer to Christ.  At no time is that more important than in our 
celebration of Holy Week. Beginning with Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, we 
begin a walk with Christ that to me is deeply spiritual, and one I look forward to with great anticipation.  
I am blessed to have 55 friends, the St. Francis choir members, with whom I walk every year.   This is a 
‘journey’ – a walk with Christ through the Last Supper, the Garden of Gethsemane, His passion and death 
on the cross and His glorious resurrection.  Every time I make this journey, I feel closer to Jesus Christ.  
ALL THIS he did for you and me! I am happy to say that this year, our Holy Week celebrations were better 
attended than in previous years. If you haven’t made the journey before, please consider it next year. It’s 
amazing. It will change you. Amen! Alleluia!!

Holy Week at St. Francis A Reflection by Denise Brooks, 
Director of Music & Liturgy

Church History Course 
From ancient biblical days, right up to the call for a New Evangelization, long-time 
parishioner Steve Wilcox recently gave a six-week course on the history of the 
Catholic Church. Steve started the course by going all the way back to Adam and Eve. 
He journeyed through Salvation History and then dove into the 2,000 year story of 
how Christ has moved through the Church and with the Church. While never shying 
away from some of the more shocking instances of our history, Steve offered a glimpse 
into how our long and multi-faceted past reveals the constant connectedness with 
our Lord and His Holy Spirit. Entitled ‘The Glory of History,’ this class dove deep into 
the facts and occurrences of the Church and the continued efforts of the Church to bring Christ to all nations. From 
Monarchs to Emperors, from missionaries to hermits, battles both physical and spiritual, this class was a fantastic 
way to come into a deeper appreciation of your faith and the Faith of those who gave their blood for its survival. 

Missed the Church History Course? Join us this summer for our Summer Series: Apologetics 101! 
This ten-week course will cover how to explain and defend the basic teachings of the Catholic Faith. Each session 
will be held on Monday evenings, beginning June 1, at 6:30 pm. More info: sfatx.org/apologetics101

“ Steve can make 
anything interesting! 

Even history!” 
– MaryBeth Soto 

“We enjoyed it and 
learned so much!” 

– Nancy Fasnacht-Hasbach
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MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT

As their motto states “In Service to One, In Service to 
All,” the St. Francis Knights of Columbus council serves 
our parish in countless ways. From their fundraising 
events, such as the Lenten Fish Fries and monthly 
Pancake Breakfasts, which benefit our Outreach, RCIA 
ministry, scholarships and parish preschool, to their 
assistance at nearly every St. Francis event, the Knights 
of Columbus, and their Ladies Auxillary group, are an 
irreplacable ministry at this parish. 

The Order, establised in 1882, is still true to its founding 
principles of charity, unity and fraternity. The history of 
the Order shows how the foresight of Father Michael 
J. McGivney, whose cause for sainthood is being 
investigated by the Vatican, brought about what has 
become the world’s foremost Catholic fraternal benefit 
society. The Order has helped families obtain economic 
security and stability through its life insurance, annuity 
and long-term care programs, and has contributed 
time and energy worldwide to service in communities. 

Since 1882, the Knights of 
Columbus has grown from 
several members in one 
council to more than 
14,000 councils and 
1.8 million members 
throughout 17 countries.

As a Knight, you have the 
opportunity to support your 
parish, give back to your community, 
grow in your faith and gain exclusive 
access to our top-rated insurance program to protect 
your family. These are just some of the reasons to 
become a Knight. As the Council #7099 Grand Knight, 
Eric McKuzes says, “Becoming a Knight of Columbus 
can transform your life. We are a band of brothers, a 
network of men in communities around the world 
dedicated to doing good in the service of God and our 
neighbor.” Learn more at kofc7099.org.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Easter Egg Hunt 
Hosted by St. Francis MOMs Group

A big thank you to the St. Francis MOMs group, which recently hosted 
the annual St. Francis Easter Egg Hunt. The moms spent hours stuffing 
easter eggs and were also able to convince the Easter Bunny and 
Grapevine firefighters to make an appearance! The MOMs ministry, 
which strives to be “good role models for our children and each other,” 
invite all moms to come join their monthly meetings (3rd Wednesday 
at 9:30 am), Friday book club,  regular playdates and Mom’s night out. 
For more info, contact Melissa Collins at ffunkm@yahoo.com.



ST FRANCIS FAMILIES

Tell us a bit about your family. 
We (Chris & Rhonda) have been married for 21 years. 
We have 6 children: Christine 20; Kyle 18; Roch (named 
after St. Roch) 15; Paul 13; Vance 11; and Mark 4. 
Christine just finished her sophomore year at Franciscan 
University in Steubenville, Ohio, where Kyle will also 
be attending in the fall. Roch, Paul, and Vance attend 
Faustina. Mark has attended St. Francis Preschool for 
three years, and will be at Faustian this fall. I am a stay 
at home mom and my husband, Chris, is  an attorney 
and a nationally syndicated radio talk show host for 
Immaculate Heart Radio (IHRadio.com). 

What is an interesting fact about your family that 
people may not suspect or know?
We were living in Covington, Louisiana, when Hurricane 
Katrina hit. We moved to The Woodlands, and then to 
Southlake after Hurricane Ike in 2008.  I like to say, “I 
am New Orleans born, bred, and fled!” I was an original 
member of the New Orleans Saintsations, the dance 
team for the NFL New Orleans Saints, and was on the 
team for 8 seasons. Chris converted to Catholicism 
from Judaism in 1997 (read his conversion story at 
chrisaubert.com). Kyle received his First Communion 
in the Vatican, two days after meeting St. John Paul II. 
When the Pope saw Kyle, he smiled and reached out to 
place his hand on Kyle’s head and bless him. 

What is one way your family prays together?
We always say Grace before meals, even when we 
are dining out, we pray on our drive to school every 
morning (including the rosary when practical), and we 
gather in the living room for night time prayers. We 
even FaceTime Christine, so we can all pray together! 

What mass does your family usually attend?
Pretty much every one! Seriously, our mass time 
depends on which Mass our various altar servers are 
serving. 

Do you have any fun or interesting family traditions?
For the past four years, we have attended Midnight 
Mass. Santa comes while we are at Mass (somehow we 
keep missing him!), and we open our presents when we 
get home. This can make for a long night, but we can 
sleep in on Christmas day! We have been RV-ing for 
13 years, with the goal of showing America to the kids. 
We have visited 42 states, and visited exciting places 
like Mount Rushmore; the Grand Canyon; “Field of 
Dreams” in Iowa; several presidential libraries; football, 
baseball, college, and rock and roll halls of fame; the 
old Route 66 (for 1,000 miles!); Disneyland and Disney 
World, and too many others to list! Wherever we go, 
we always find a Catholic Church (even at the north 
entrance to Yellowstone, very close to the middle of 
nowhere!), which is another blessing of being Catholic.

What is a favorite scripture passage for your family? 
1 Tim 3:15. This is a wonderful verse to understand the 
importance of the Church in our faith. 

What drew you to St. Francis of Assisi Parish?
We were searching for our parish home, and one day 
during a weekday mass, I just felt at home.

What do you love most about the parish?
We feel welcome and wanted. We love the authentic 
Catholic community, and our priest who always speaks 
the truth.

What parish ministries are your family involved in?
Pro-Life Ministry, MOMS group (and bible and book 
studies), Altar Servers, Youth Group, Middle and High 
School Core Team.

What is one sentence to describe our parish if you were 
to explain it to an outsider or fallen away Catholic?
If you are searching for a place to feel welcome, valued, 
grow in your faith, get involved, have fun, and call 
home, St. Francis is the place. Truth in love always, and 
for everyone. Why not try it? What is holding you back?

Aubert Family

MuñozFamily

In every issue, we will feature 1-2 families from 
our parish. Each of these families contributes to 

what makes St. Francis a thriving community. We 
are honored they call us home. To nominate a family 

to be featured, contact dmilliken@sfatx.org.
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MuñozFamily
Tell us a bit about your family. 
We (Patty & Guillermo) are originally from Juarez, 
Mexico. We got married in February 23, 1981, then 
migrated to the U.S. in the late 80’s.  Our children, 
Jeannette, Guillermo Jr., Eileen, and Christian, were all 
born in El Paso, TX. We moved to Grapevine in 1999, 
and have been members of this parish ever since.  We 
have six grandchildren: Arlette 12, Maury 11, Lizbeth 9, 
Jazmin 8, Alyse 6, Adeline 3.

What is an interesting fact about your family that 
people may not suspect or know?
My ancestors were from Guanajuato and Durango, 
Mexico, and were shoemakers and photographers. 
Patty’s were from Guanajuato and Chihuahua, 
Mexico, and owned land for agriculture and owned 
mineral mines. Patty and I attended the same Catholic 
elementary school,  “Instituto Teresa de Avila,” and I am 
a retired lawyer and Patty is a retired CPA.

What is one way your family prays together?
We go to church together, pray the rosary, and we 
especially pray when traveling and before every meal.

What mass does your family usually attend?
Typically we attend the 1:00 pm Spanish Mass, but we 
like to attend the 10:00 am Mass several times a year to 
enjoy the choir and seeing other friends.

Do you have any fun or interesting family traditions?
Yes, on Mother’s Day we always bring flowers to our 
moms and have a family reunion and eat mole, rice and 
beans, etc. We celebrate Christmas with a family reunion 
and we eat tamales, buñuelos and atole, etc. And the 
most important part is that we present our Baby Jesus 
and pray and adore Him at the Nativity Scene.

What is a favorite scripture passage for your family? 
John 3:16. It tells us how much God loves us by sending 
his only Son to save us from sin, so that we may have 
eternal life.

What drew you to St. Francis of Assisi Parish?
The need to live our Catholic faith, plus it’s only a couple 
blocks from home! Our family is very proud to belong 
to St. Francis parish. We love our Parish and all our 
fellow parishioners and are thankful to God for Father 
Flynn, Deacons MC, Tom and Matias, Sister Rosy and 
all the staff.

What do you love most about the parish?
All and everything! Our priest and deacons and sisters,
parishioners, and our brother Knights. But, we have 
come to appreciate having the mass in Spanish most. 
St. Francis used to only have a bi-lingual mass once a 
month.

What parish ministries are your family involved in?
Pastoral Advisory Council, Stewardship Committee, 
St. Francis Fest Committee, Knights of Columbus, 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers, Readers, Ushers, 
Greeters,  Cathequesis, Marriage Sponsor Couple, 
Wedding Coordinator, Altar Servers Coordinator, 
Familias Catolicas Prayer Group, St. John Paul II 
Institute, and pretty much all Hispanic ministries or 
where Father Flynn needs our help!

What is one sentence to describe our parish if you were 
to explain it to an outsider or fallen away Catholic?
St. Francis of Assisi in Grapevine is the Gateway to 
Heaven, come and experience God’s love and our Lord 
Jesus Christ  in the Holy Eucharist and enjoy fellowship 
in a nice and peaceful environment.

Summer is already jam packed with events for the youth of our parish, also known as 
the Young Church. Check out all the fun going on this summer by visiting our calendar 
at sfatx.org/ycsummer and learn more info about YC at sfayoungchurch.com. 
Weekly options like open Youth House, Open Court for basketball, and Bible Study are 
just a few of the epic events. We also have planned nerf wars, paintball, party barge, and 
more for you this summer. Come join us and take your part in our Young Church!

SFA YOUNG 
CHURCH
SUMMER 2015

YOUTH MINISTRY



COMMUNIDAD HISPANA

Saludos a toda la Comunidad Hispana
La universalidad de la iglesia se refleja en su índole misionera: fue enviada por Cristo a anunciar el Evangelio a 
todos los hombres. a ello nos impulsa el deseo de comunicar a todos los hombres la verdad que hemos recibido 
de Dios, no como imposición, sino como anuncio gozoso y respetuoso. se acerca la oportunidad de formacion 
para Catequistas y ayudantes tendremos el taller de formacion. no faltes. La fe es la única respuesta que el 
hombre puede dar al Dios que se manifiesta. Todos estan invitados a participar en la Misa de Español cada 
domingo a la 1:00 p.m. y en las actividades de la comunidad hispana. Para obtener más información llama Sr. 
Rosy a 817.481.2685 ext. 239 o rosyrodriguez@sfatx.org.

Via Crucis
El Vía Crucis es una manera de recordar 
la Pasión de Jesús y de acompañarlo en los 
sufrimientos que tuvo camino al Calvario.  
Se divide en 14 estaciones que narran la 
pasión desde que Jesús es condenado a 
muerte hasta que es colocado en el sepulcro. 

Retiro Jovenes Para Cristo
Mayo 1-3, 2015

Formacion de Catequistas
Gran tarea pastoral en la comunidad católica hispana en los 

Estados Unidos. Catequesis es una educacion en la fe para 
ninos, jovenes y adultos.
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STAFF BLOG SAMPLINGS

Laura B. Nelson
Coordinator of Children’s Catechesis

As I was on my knees praying before Mass last 
weekend, I found myself focused on my children and 
how I can best guide them in their faith and in their 
lives.  In particular, I asked God to help me to nurture 
them and help them to grow into the people He wishes 
them to be instead of the people I think they should 
become.  

You see, it all started on the way to Mass as I was 
talking to my 13 year old son about Boy Scouts.  Since 
the summer, his enthusiasm for Boy Scouts has waned 
considerably and I often find myself nagging him to 
complete his badgework, go on campouts or even go 
to the weekly meetings.   I decided that I didn’t want 
our relationship to devolve into one of nagging and 
whining so, I backed off despite the fact that I really 
wanted him to continue.

Keep in mind that there was a reason I had been 
nagging him.  At one point he was totally focused on 
becoming an Eagle Scout which I thought was great.  
It was something he wanted so I was going to support 
him and help him with that goal.  After all, what 
mother wouldn’t be proud of her Eagle Scout son?  
What I didn’t notice was that over time, his enthusiasm 
for that goal had waned but mine hadn’t.  I REALLY 
wanted him to get his Eagle.  I had lots of reasons.  He 
would learn so much from the experience. It would be 

good on college applications.  Oh, and it wouldn’t hurt 
my motherly reputation either, would it?
Well, as I listened (really listened) to him talk to me on 
the way to Mass, I decided to stop trying to make him 
into what I thought he should be.  Instead, I needed to 
help him find ways to discover his talents and nurture 
them, not cram him into some mold I thought was 
appealing.

As I knelt there praying to God to help me live out 
this new found realization, it occurred to me that my 
job isn’t to mold my children, per se.  Instead, my 
job is more about recognizing the treasure I’ve been 
entrusted with and polishing it so that it can shine.

So, I’ve decided to change from a nagging mom 
to a treasure hunter. I plan on focusing more on 
uncovering the treasure I’ve been given in my children 
and helping them to polish it.  I’m sure I’ll mess up and 
fall back into my old attitude from time to time but, 
on the whole, my attitude has changed. And when I do 
mess up, I’ll envision myself polishing the top of my 
children’s heads until they’re shiny.    That oughta give 
me a little kick in the pants (and a laugh!).

Off to get my polishing cloth!

Polishing God’s Treasure

This post was first published 
October 31, 2012 on 

greenforgod.blogspot.com 

OUTREACH IN ACTION
One of the most important ministries at St. Francis is Outreach, which began in 1979. Through 
this ministry, we assist both parishioners and others in crisis situations with food, clothing, 
rent, utilities, medical and RXs, as well as furniture and household items. Since January 1, 
our Outreach has given over $40,000 of rent, utilities, and medical assistance to over 300 
families in need.This is in addition to the countless amounts of food and clothing given out. 
“I can not let a family go to sleep hungry, so I am always sure they have enough food for 

their family.” stated Mary Molini, Director of Outreach. While Outreach assists anyone in 
need, regardless of denomination, their policy is that everyone, even parishioners, must 
first register with GRACE (Grapevine Relief and Community Exchange). This is to ensure 
each family receives as much assistance as possible. Outreach also has a Thrift Store, which 
is open to anyone. All proceeds from sales help fund the Outreach ministries. Find out 
more about this wonderful ministry: sfatx.org/ministries/outreach



STAFF BLOG SAMPLINGS

Jared Zimmerer
Director of Adult Catechesis and Evangelization

I have come to find that many young men today have 
an irrational, yet mainstream mentality, and pervading 
fear of responsibility. “Who would want to be a dad 
and have all the fun come to a close?” or “Kids are so 
much responsibility and I just don’t think I’m ready 
for that kind of duty.” These thoughts are a regular 
subtext, if not outright stated, sentiment among men 
today. However, I have come to realize that what 
might seem to be an obstruction to the wily, free-for-
all days of bachelorhood, are actually quite liberating. 
The cathartic feeling of dependability from those in 
your charge is less of a drag and more of a root system 
whence one can grow amicably towards a better path. 
One filled with wonder, honor, adventure and, by 
far the most important, optimism. One of a deep, 
enriching and stirring element of awe in the sheer face 
of life-giving love.

I have been a father for six years now. In my short time 
as a young father, I have learned more about myself, 
my mission and my purpose in life than at any other 
time. It is from this basis that I wanted to offer four 
reasons why I love being a dad.

First, imagine a place where anything is possible. 
If you felt like flying, you simply spread your arms, 

take the leap of faith and jump out to realize that the 
wind will catch you. This imaginative world is where 
children live day in and day out. When you become 
a father, you get to live in this reality right along with 
them. You get to imagine once more that you might 
just be a real superhero (All the while, your children 
are looking to you as just that: Superdad). When you 
wrestle with or play with your young boys, they are 
surrounded by the idea that their own father wants 
to join them in this quest of imaginative heroism. 
Your daughter will see their father playing dolls with 
her, seeing a gentleman who dearly cares to be with 
her. Now, I am a Tolkien fan to the deepest core of 
my nerdy being, so to have the chance to live in the 
fantasy realm with those who seem fully convinced 
that it exists, is like walking with Frodo right up to Mt. 
Doom.

Secondly, being a dad is more than just bringing 
home the proverbial bacon and eating most of 

it while watching football. Fatherhood is an honor in 
the truest, most intimate sense of the word. Marcus 
Cicero, the great orator of the past, once explained that 
honor is contingent on the development of duty and 
the dishonor lies in the neglect of such development. 
The dutiful life of a loving father becomes a man’s path 
toward an honorable life. Whether that comes from 
the physical fatherhood of being a biological parent of 
the spiritual fatherhood of the priestly vocation, honor 
can only be uncovered in the light of encountering 
the dutiful life and fulfilling those duties with love 
and devotion. So, in the very practical sense, when I 
am changing diapers, doing dishes or working so my 
children can get a good education, I am building my 
own noble path towards a sanctified reality and in this 
way, I become an honorable man.

Third, while many might think of the ‘ol’ ball 
and chain’ of kids, my own experience has been 

the complete opposite. The freedom that comes from 
constantly living for another might seem a bit illogical, 
but I can hold my chin high with the knowledge that 
I am freer each time I have another child. What do I 
mean by this? Well, in the immortal words of St. John 
Paul II, “Freedom consists not in doing what we like, 
but in having the right to do what we ought.” Our 
responsibility as human beings is to leave the world 
a better place than it was the day we were born. Each 
and every day, when I teach my sons about virtue and 
my daughter about dignity, and weave those lessons 
into the fabric of the Church and Christ crucified, I 
am preparing a better future for the rest of mankind. 
The closer I can make saints of my children, the freer 
I become to be a saint of my own. So not only am 
I a free man in my responsibility as a father, I am a 
liberator to those who come after me. 

Lastly, there is nothing quite like discovering 
your own ability to lead by seeing the eyes of 

dependency gazing upon you. When my kids look 
up at me with a sense of unhindered, fully confident 
need, my heartstrings as a man are tugged toward two 
things: one, the reality that this is supposed to be my 
relationship to the Father of the universe and two, 
that my role as this child’s father is much greater than 
I will ever know. I am being called to a greater good 
than what the world will ever offer. Maybe this means 
that I will never be rich in the material sense, but I 

Four Reasons I Love Being a Dad

1.

2.

3.

4.
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am beyond satisfied with the contextualization of my 
manhood. Meaning in life is what we are all searching 
for. For me, I have found that meaning through my 
Catholic faith, my loving wife and in a very real, 
practical sense, by being a dad.

So for those who scoff at the interdependency of 
the father-child dynamic, I might challenge them 
to take a look at the path ahead. One road, paved 
with ostensible happiness, leads toward momentary, 
worldly bliss. The other, paved with diaper changes 
and lack of sleep, leads towards the ultimate good. 
While one might offer you temporary pleasure, 
the other offers you the adventure of a lifetime. 
Rather than shirking the duties, awes, and liberating 
optimism of responsibility, perhaps it’s time you start 
beefing up your shoulders 
a bit, so that when the 
time comes you are 
strong enough to carry 
the light yolk of 
the fatherhood 
cross.

This post was first published in a longer 
version on the Word on Fire blog, where 

Jared is a regular contributer.

Read more: wordonfire.org

STAFF Q&A

JOHN GAWRYS
It is hard to imagine St. 
Francis of Assisi parish 
without John, our finance 
and business manager. He 
basically keeps the offices 
afloat, which isn’t surprising 
since he has worked here for 
almost 20 years. But while 

most will recognize his face, many may not know 
much about him. So without further ado - the first 
installment of Staff Q&A.

What are three words you would use 
to describe yourself?  I like to think I’m 
dedicated, detail oriented and compassionate.
Tell us a bit about your family.  I have three 
adult daughters and seven grandchildren.
What is your favorite part about 
working here?  My favorite part is being able 
to serve God and the people of the parish that I was 
baptized and grew up in.
Favorite food?  My favorite food is just about 
anything Mexican.
What is your favorite place you 
have ever been?  My favorite place I’ve ever 
been probably is Toronto, with the culture and 
architecture.
What is your favorite thing to do on 
your day off?  On my day off I enjoy, spending 
time with my children and grandchildren, going to 
antique stores and garage sales, completing home 
improvement projects and of course, spending time 
with my two dogs.
What is your favorite scripture passage? 
and Why? Philippians 4:13 because it is simple but 
yet speaks so much.

FR. FLYNN’S HOMILIES
Ever been to Mass and thought, “Fr. Flynn just gave such a great homily. I wish 
I could listen to it again, or send it to someone I know.” Well now you can! 
We’ve started recording homilies and posting them on SoundCloud and iTunes. 
Besides Fr. Flynn’s homilies, we also plan to post other parish presentations.  Find 
these podcasts on our website under the “Watch & Listen” icon or at this link:

sfatx.org/watch-listen/



861 Wildwood Lane 
Grapevine, TX 76051
Return Service Requested

Saturday, June 20
6:00 - 10:00 pm 

Food • Drinks • Games for Kids
Outdoor Movie with Popcorn

Contact the parish office to sign-up 
as a BBQ Cook-off participant!  -S
av
e 
the

 D
ate

 -

PARISH FALL FESTIVAL
Saturday, October 3, 2015

More details 

in the next 

issue of the 

Grapevine!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JULY 20-24, 2015 

VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED! 
Contact Laura at 

lnelson@sfatx.org or 
817.481.2685 x241
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