
Grapevinethe St. Francis

September 2015 

A NEWSLETTER OF ST FRANCIS CATHOLIC CHURCH • 861 WILDWOOD LN, GRAPEVINE TX • SFATX.ORG

got questions 
about life?

sfatx.org/seek
You’re Invited !

FIND OUT MORE & RSVP NOW:

What is SEEK?
SEEK is an opportunity to explore 
life’s biggest questions:
 
Why am I here? 
Where am I going?
Does God exist?

SEEK is a ten-week series where 
you’ll discover the basics of the 
Christian faith. Each evening will 
include snacks, a brief talk, and 
time to share your own thoughts. 
It’s free, fun, relaxed, and an open 
forum to bring your questions.

Sunday Evenings // 6 - 8 pm
Beginning September 13th

Who is 
SEEK 
for?
SEEK is for high 
school students 
(9th – 12th grade), 
college students, 
and adults of all 
ages. Childcare 
is provided (with 
RSVP).

“Christianity makes sense. 
Here at St. Francis we want al l 
of our parishioners and al l others 
in the Grapevine area to hear 
the case for Christianity and 
an invitation to a life-changing 
relationship with Jesus Christ.“ 

- Edmund Mitchell
Director of Youth Catechesis & 

Evangelization

“Our goal with SEEK is to bring al l attendees into a 
deeper understanding and relationship with Jesus and to 
preach the Gospel to al l those in our community.“ 

- Jared Zimmerer
Director of Adult Catechesis & Evangelization

“SEEK creates an environment 
for an encounter with Jesus, or 
as Pope Francis likes to say, the 
chance for ‘Jesus to f ind us.’“ 

- Fr. James Flynn
Pastor



FROM THE PASTOR
As you will read in this 2nd Edition of The 
Grapevine, it has been a great summer 
with a myriad of activity.  We had a very 
successful Parish Picnic and BBQ Cook-off.  
Everyone had a wonderful time listening to 
the band, participating in the games, eating 
some great BBQ and watching the movie on 
the outdoor big screen.  I want to thank all 
of the many groups and people who pitched 

in to make the Picnic such a resounding success, especially the 
MOMS group, Knights of Columbus, Boy Scouts, CRHP, parish 
staff and countless others who worked very hard to make the Picnic 
a reality.  I also want to thank all of those who made their delicious 
BBQ, and Meat-U-Anywhere BBQ restaurant, who donated meat 
so everyone could eat their fill.   

This summer was also packed full of youth events to help our 
middle school and high school teens grow closer to the Lord.  We 
had weekly bible studies, open gym days, outings to the lake and 
paintball wars.  It was a great summer and we look forward to 
many great youth events in the future. 

While the summer was wonderful, we have some amazing 
opportunities and events in the coming weeks and months ahead.  
I am pleased to announce that St. Francis will be receiving a team 
of 8 missionaries from the National Evangelization Team (NET), 
who will be ministering to our teens from September through 
May for the next three years.  I am certain that having a NET 
team here will transform the spiritual life of our teens, and is an 
amazing opportunity for the parish.  You can read more about the 
missionaries on page 3 of this edition of The Grapevine. 

We are also unveiling a new youth and adult evangelization 
opportunity called SEEK. SEEK creates an environment for an 
encounter with Jesus, or as Pope Francis likes to say, the chance for 
“Jesus to find us.” SEEK will meet every Sunday at 6:30 pm starting 
September 13, 2015.  Please invite your family, neighbors and 
friends to this unique encounter with Christ, especially if they are 
non-practicing Catholics, non-Catholics or non-believers.  SEEK is 
open to anyone who has questions about life.

We have many other things happening at St. Francis of Assisi.  
Please visit our website often at sfatx.org, follow us on Twitter and 
“like” us on Facebook.  These are now being updated regularly and 
a great place to keep up-to-date with all that is going on at your 
parish home.

May God bless you and your family,

Fr. James Flynn 
Pastor

OFFICE HOURS
Monday -  9:15 am - 8:30 pm
Thursday (closed for lunch - 
  12:00 pm - 1:30 pm)
Friday 9:15 am - 12:00 pm
Sunday 8:30 am - 12:30 pm

CHURCH HOURS
Monday -  8:00 am - 8:30 pm
Thursday 
Friday 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday 7:00 am - 5:30 pm

MASS SCHEDULE
WEEKENDS (nursery/guardería)
Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm
Sunday  8:00 am
   10:00 am
    (en español) 1:00 pm
   4:30 pm

WEEKDAYS
Monday  8:30 am
Wednesday  6:00 pm
Thursday  8:30 am
Friday  8:30 am
1st Saturday  8:30 am

St. Francis Catholic Church
861 Wildwood Lane
Grapevine, Texas 76051
817.481.2685 // sfatx.org
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PARISH HAPPENINGS

Starting this fall, St. Francis will be welcoming a ministry called NET or “National 
Evangelization Teams.” NET Ministries challenges young Catholics to love 
Christ and embrace the life of the Church. Every August, 150 young Catholics 
aged 18-28 leave behind their jobs, school, family, and friends to devote nine 
months to serve as a NET Missionary. Divided into 14 teams, they travel across 
the U.S. for nine months to share the Gospel with young people and their families. 
Since 1981, NET teams have led over 29,000 retreats and ministered to more than 
1.7 million young Catholics. We are very fortunate to have a NET Parish Team 
assisting us with our Youth Evangelization and Catechesis program, starting 
this Fall 2015 through Spring 2018.

The NET Parish Team program was recently launched in St. Paul/Minneapolis in 2005 and has slowly begun 
to branch out to other states. The program provides a parish with 6-8 young adults who have gone through 
NET’s five week training program, and for the first time, a NET Parish Team will be present here at St. 
Francis to serve our parish. These young men and women come prepared to engage the youth in the local 
community in a relationship with Jesus Christ through evangelization and discipleship. It is not NET’s 
purpose to replace or substitute an active youth ministry program in a parish, but rather, to augment and enliven 
youth ministry programs that are executed by parish staff and volunteers.

This Fall begins the first of three years that a NET Parish Team will be with our St. Francis community. Each 
year, the parish will receive a team of 6-8 trained young adults that will serve from the middle of September to 
May. Each year the NET Team will have a specific focus guiding the way they’ll assist Edmund and Nic in doing 
outreach and evangelizing young people.

• Year 1 (Fall 2015 – Spring 2016): Focus on 
Evangelization first and Discipleship second

• Year 2 (Fall 2016 – Spring 2017): More 
Purposeful focus on Discipleship while still 
focusing on Evangelization

• Year 3 (Fall 2017 – Spring 2018): A Mix of 
Evangelization, Discipleship and Training as the 
Parish NET Team prepares to hand their ministry 
over to the Parish

These NET Missionaries will live at the homes of our parish community for 2-3 weeks at a time. All they 
need is a roof over their heads, food and a family to pray with. The Host Families are a very important part of 
NET’s ministry here at St. Francis, for without the Host Families their ministry could not be accomplished. 
This opportunity to have NET here for three academic years provides us with an amazing opportunity for 

supplemented spiritual growth and community for our young people. 
Please pray for our NET team which will be arriving on September 20th!

For more information on NET, their ministry, or how to become a Host 
Family, please contact Nic Gutierrez  at ngutierrez@sfatx.org.

St. Francis of Assisi
welcomes

this fall!

MISSION
NET Ministries is an international youth ministry that challenges young Catholics to love Christ and embrace the life of the 
Church.  We fulfill our mission by conducting 1,000 youth retreats across the United States each year.

THE RETREATS
NET retreats range in length from four hours to three days. The theme of the retreats vary, but the basic message is always 
the same: “In Jesus Christ, the Son of God made man, who died and rose from the dead, salvation is offered to all, as a gift 
of God’s grace and mercy.” (Evangelization in the Modern World, Pope Paul VI).

These retreats, typically for groups smaller than 150 youth in grades 7-12, are high-energy experiences using large group 

“The NET team has INSPIRED
                                                     and CHALLENGED me...”

THE  NET  DIFFERENCE

“I could feel God here
with me all day at the 

retreat. He was an enormous 
presence, a sense of peace 

and strength supporting me.
I decided to dedicate my

life to Jesus.”
Retreat Attendee

presentations, small group discussion, music, drama, personal faith sharing, one-
on-one prayer, and the sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Eucharist.  

THE GOALS OF A NET RETREAT
• To help young people understand and accept God’s unconditional love for them. 
• To offer the faith of the team members as a witness to the youth that faith in 
   God is a desirable, acceptable, and exciting part of their lives.
• To encourage young people to grow in their commitment to Jesus Christ and 
   His Church.
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the same: “In Jesus Christ, the Son of God made man, who died and rose from the dead, salvation is offered to all, as a gift 
of God’s grace and mercy.” (Evangelization in the Modern World, Pope Paul VI).
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presentations, small group discussion, music, drama, personal faith sharing, one-
on-one prayer, and the sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Eucharist.  

THE GOALS OF A NET RETREAT
• To help young people understand and accept God’s unconditional love for them. 
• To offer the faith of the team members as a witness to the youth that faith in 
   God is a desirable, acceptable, and exciting part of their lives.
• To encourage young people to grow in their commitment to Jesus Christ and 
   His Church.

Watch a video about 
NET Parish Teams: 

netusa.org/parishteams



PARISH HAPPENINGS

Hidden Lake Middle School Camp A Reflection by Tate Tschirhart
Camp at Hidden Lake was a great experience and it helped me grow a lot closer to God.  Before camp, I had 
no idea what to expect. I felt nervous because I thought my relationship with Jesus wouldn’t be as great as 
everyone else’s. When we all gathered in the gym the first night everything changed. The room was full of 
energetic campers and missionaries dancing around the room, and I was extremely excited. Before camp I felt 
like I hadn’t been spending much time praying or practicing my faith. I never realized how happy it would 
make me until after we had spent a lot of time in adoration and mass. We had a lot of time to talk to God, and 
listen to him as well. We went to reconciliation by the lake, and after I had confessed I felt a huge weight being 
lifted off my shoulders. It felt great to know that I had come face to face with Jesus and he had forgiven my 
sins. One night we had the opportunity to be prayed over for anything we wanted. Micah, Ashley, and I loved 
this experience because it felt good to know that people were praying for you. This really helped us through 

our struggles because we knew God was there for us. We heard 
several people talk who struggled with their relationship 

with God, and a lot of us could relate to them. I realized 
that God is waiting for us and we just have to respond to 
his invitation. I learned a lot about trust that week too. 
One day we were doing trust falls off a platform and 
one girl was too scared to fall. We decided to pray a Hail 

Mary and by the time we said “Amen” she had the courage 
to fall. The whole week was a great experience that left me 

praying more, getting more involved with the church, and made 
me a much happier person.

What have the youth of our church been up to this summer? One week was paintball. The next was party 
barge. Throw in a little ice skating, broomball, bible study, open court, DCYC, and of course Steubenville, 
and you have the makings of a Young Church summer.  So why all the fun summer events? Our goal 
was not only to grow as a “young church,” but to grow in our faith as well. These summer events, while a 
lot of fun, are aimed at bringing our Church teens together for what really counts. Our main focus will 
always be on leading our Church towards Christ. That’s also why we go to conferences such as DCYC and 
Steubenville.  These two conferences bring us closer to Christ in every way.  

The Diocesan Catholic Youth Conference (DCYC) was a weekend conference for Fort Worth diocesean 
teens that exposes them to the love of Christ. It included adoration, daily mass, workshops, and amazing 
speakers, such as Chris Padgett.  However, just as our teens thought they had experienced the pinacle of 
youth conferences, the Steubenville Conference was the following weekend. 

Steubenville truly changed our teens’ lives.  Steubenville had some of the best presenters we’ve ever heard 
(talks available online at steubystl365.com).  The music was amazing and so was adoration. Many of our 
teens felt God’s presence in their lives like never before. Seven youth even publically acknowledged His 
call for them to discern the priesthood or religious life. If your teen didn’t get the chance to go this year, we 
encourage them to join us next year.  This conference is truly life changing.
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SteubySTL: Greatest Retreat Ever? A Reflection by Nikhil Malhotra
Was SteubySTL the greatest retreat ever?  Absolutely!  I was expecting a lot since Edmund and Nic really 
hyped the conference up.  The first thing I noticed when I entered the auditorium was that there were 
literally thousands of other catholic youth.  Everyone there was so excited to be there that I could feel 
it in the room.  The conference began with contemporary praise and worship music, which sounded 

great!  Throughout the whole conference, there were many speakers who gave 
phenomenal talks, but it was when we split up into small groups after each one 
that my mind was plunged into great discussions, like the power of prayer, the 

beauty of Christ’s sacrifice, and really anything else that stood out.  However, 
the most outstanding and greatest part of the conference was adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament on Saturday night.  The monstrance was being walked 
around and everyone was reaching out to it, everyone trying to touch Jesus.  

All of this reminded me of Mathew 9:21, “She said to herself, ‘If only I can 
touch his cloak, I shall be cured.’”  Everyone was showing so much faith, 
that it made me have goose bumps!  Usually when I do go to adoration, 
it sometimes feels as if I’m talking to a wall, but that night I had a real 

heart to heart conversation with God.  Lately I have been trying to discern 
my vocation in life, whether God is calling me to be a doctor or to become 
a priest (and let’s just say I am very impatient to know).  The message I 

received was that God will reveal to me my vocation in due time.  He gave 
me a sense of overwhelming peace during adoration and that was the 

best feeling I have ever had after coming from adoration.  A lot of 
people, myself included, can be impatient when we want to know 
what God has planned for us, but we must remember that all will 
be revealed in good time.  This is the most important thing that I 
learned from SteubySTL.

uCoffee and conversation with Edmund & Nic vBack flips and other crazy jumps are typical on 
the party barge. wFireworks + Praise & Worship end the party barge night. xThousands 
of Teens joined our Young Church at SteubySTL. yCanoeing was just one of  the amazing 
activites our youth encountered at Hidden Lake. zDCYC Attendees from St. Francis Young Church. 
{Hidden Lake Middle School Camp Attendees  Micah Keen, Tate Tschirhart, & Ashley Reed  
|Steubenville STL Mid-America Attendees with a well-placed  photobomb from worship 
leader, Adam Bitter. }Adoring the Blessed Sacrament was a life-changing  aspect of  SteubySTL.

z
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} Pictures used with permission of Steubenville Mid-America.



PARISH HAPPENINGS

APOLOGETICS 101    A Summer Series at St. Francis 
Over the past few months, St. Francis of Assisi has hosted a ten-week course on the basics of the Catholic faith, 
how to explain those beliefs, and how to defend them in times of need. The speakers included Jared Zimmerer, 
Fr. James Flynn, Edmund Mitchell and long-time parishioner Chris Aubert. The course covered many topics, 
including ‘The Eucharist’, ‘Bible Alone? Faith Alone?’, ‘Marian Doctrines’, ‘How does the Catechism fit into 
Evangelization?’. As Catholics, we might be asked by a friend to explain a few of the major differences between 
our faith and the faith of many non-Catholic brethren. In knowing what we believe and why we believe it, we 
can better present the faith in charity and understanding. As 1 Peter 3:15 states, ‘“Always be ready to give an 
explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope.” We as Christians are meant to be a beacon of 
light and love in this world. It is through a thorough understanding of our Catholic faith that we can graciously 
proclaim the truths of it. If you missed the sessions, many were recorded for your listening and are available at 
sfatx.org/watch-listen/apologetics-101/

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL RECAP
Thanks to the 90+ volunteers that helped make Everest VBS a success!  Over 
140 children participated in the program and there were many smiling faces 
throughout the week.  What a joy it was to see the kids singing and dancing in 
praise of God!  The children learned a lot and both participants and volunteers 
grew closer to Christ along the way. 

The children generously donated many items to help our parish Outreach 
program including 260 rolls of toilet paper, 6,040 baby wipes, 1,234 diapers, 
312 pairs of training pants, and 200 other toiletry items! Thank you, 

volunteers, for the gift of your time. And thank you, parents, for the gift of your children. Remember, we can 
conquer life’s challenges with God’s mighty power!

uThe MOMS Planning Crew Eddie Rugg, Martina Bonzagni, Rhonda Aubert & Melissa Collins v1st 
Place // CRHP Men Tony Velasco, Herm Barringhaus, Chad Collins, Rakesh Malhotra, Mike Vickers & Dan 
Walsh w2nd Place // Smokin’ Ags Tim Keen & Gregg Porter x3rd Place // Team Palomino 
Mitch Bullock, Anthony Palomino, Emma Bullock, Lisa Palomino, Kelsey Palomino & Zachary Yin yMeat 
U Anywhere made a donation, which ensured attendees could eat their fill of  BBQ. zParish Family  

members enjoyed fellowship at the cook-off. {The Pig - our 
cook-off  mascot. |The Mechanical Bull - without which 
the cook-off  wouldn’t be complete. }Attendees enjoyed 
the many activities, including the blow-up obstacle course.
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MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT

While everyone knows servers, readers, musicians, and extraordinary ministers of holy communion are 
vital to the celebration of the Mass here at St. Francis, we sometimes forget about another important, often 
unsung, liturgical ministry - ushers. Through the years, the Usher Ministry at St. Francis has been an organic, 
evolutionary group of people who wish to serve their community. These men and women have a special care for 
the assembly and are often the first parishioners to welcome newcomers or visitors. While their role may seem 
menial to many, they give of their time and talent each week to ensure attendees have seats, the gifts are brought 
to the altar, the collection is taken, and the communion procession is organized. We are extremely grateful for 
their vital role at the Masses each week!

Currently, the Usher Ministry is looking for new members. There are no meetings to attend and no dues to pay.
You just have to be willing to arrive 10 – 15 minutes prior to Mass to prepare, maybe 10 minutes after to clean 
up, and have a desire to do something to help your St. Francis family. “You are here at Mass every week anyway, 
why not continue your Baptismal commitment by getting involved in this ministry,” appealed Rick Downey, the 
Usher Ministry Leader. “One goal, before I retire from the usher service, is to have more experienced ushers than 
the parish needs, so we will always have enough when some of the regulars are not available and for holidays and 
special occasions. If you are interested in this ministry, please contact me. Your gift of service and welcoming 
spirit could help bring someone new into the St. Francis family.” For more info, contact Rick at r-ed@juno.com.

USHERS: 
A Ministry 

of Hospitality

Hospital Ministry: 
Serving the Most Vunerable
If you have ever had a sick loved-one in the hospital or been in that situation 
yourself, you understand the emotional and spiritual strain that experience brings. 
Uncertaintiy, suffering, fear - you probably wanted God to reach out and hold your 
hand so you felt His peace and comfort. The St. Francis Hospital Ministry seeks to 
be that instrument of God for those who are sick and suffering, bringing comfort, 
support, and prayer to those Catholics at Baylor Scott and White Medical Center of Grapevine. Working in 
teams of two, eleven parishioners serve in this capacity, visiting the sick and their family, praying with them, 
and bringing them the Eucharist. These ministers have undergone Baylor volunteer and pastoral care training, 
have passed health and background screenings, are approved extraordinary ministers of holy communion, and 
have a compassionate heart for those who are suffering. “The pastoral care office at Baylor is so appreciative of 
our efforts because we help them do their job in providing solace for the sick. We are treated like members of 
the hospital staff.” said Ernie Doclar, the Hospital Minstry Leader. “Most of our visits are met cordially by the 
patients, but occasionally the patient is suffering and prefers no Eucharist or prayer. We understand. One of the 
nicest parts of our visits is to drop in on the parents of a newborn.  They are so elated in welcoming the baby and 
share that joy with us.”  

Hospital Ministry is a special calling, as ministers are serving people when they are most vunerable. If you feel 
God’s call to find out more about this ministry, please contact Ernie at janeandernie@verizon.net.



OUTREACH IN ACTION

OUTREACH 
Volunteer 
Spotlight:

Baston 
Family

According to Mary Molini, Director of Outreach 
at St. Francis, few families are more integral to the 
work of Outreach as the Baston Family. “Joanne, 
Steve and Scotty have made serving outreach a family 
affair,” says Mary,  “Joanne is one of the most caring, 
compassionate caseworkers on staff.” 

As a veteran volunteer caseworker, Joanne assesses and 
assists clients with their financial needs, including rent, 
electric, food and gasoline vouchers. “Each week I am 
given the opportunity to put into action God’s greatest 
commandment - love one another.  It is so difficult for 
most of our clients to come in and ask for help and it is 
a very humbling moment in their lives.  On the surface 
the Outreach is a place to come for assistance, but our 
clients usually need so much more than money and 
boxes of cereal. They need kindness and understanding 
and they need a hand to hold or a shoulder to cry on. 
Most importantly, they need prayer,” says Joanne. Mary 
continues, “Joanne not only assists with what clients 
are needing financially but truly listens to them and 
their needs - a kind word, prayer or simply a listening 
ear. Joanne does what she can to assist in any way. We 
are fortunate and blessed to have her time and talent.”

“When Steve and Scotty arrive with the baked goods 
from Market Street, it’s like the sun has broke out 
of the clouds,” says Mary. Scotty, who is 28 and has 
Angleman Syndrome, along with his father, Steve, pick 
up the bread donations each week and deliver them to 
Outreach to be distributed to clients.  “Scotty always  
brings with him love, laughter and the best smile in the 
world,” Mary continues. “It is a wonderful opportunity 
for our son to participate in our church community, 
and it is the highlight of his week,” states Joanne.

Volunteers like the Bastons are what make Outreach 
was impactful. “Without a doubt my favorite part of 
working at the Outreach is the volunteers.” says Joanne. 
“I am so blessed and humbled to be in the presence of 
such a collective group of selfless, kind, generous and 
loving people.”

STAFF Q&A
Rosie RodRIGUEZ
Rosie is often the first face 
people see when they come 
to the parish office. She does 
the bulletin, she answers the 
phones, she maintains records. 
She seems to know everything 
about the parish. When 
in doubt, ask Rosie! So we 

decided to ask her a few questions about herself:

Describe your role, as secretary. I feel the 
most important thing I do is greet people. I try my 
best to listen to their needs and try to direct them 
to the right person if I am unable to help them. My 
favorite part is the people I meet on a daily basis. 
What are three words you would use to 
describe yourself? Friendly, Hard Working 
and Faithful
Tell us a bit about your family.  I have been 
married to my high school sweetheart for 40 years. 
We have two wonderful daughters and 5 amazing 
grandchildren. When I am not at work, I spend my 
free time with my family. We have celebrated family 
for almost 10 years with Sunday dinner. No matter 
what we have going on in our lives, Sunday dinner 
brings us together. 
What is your FAVORITE COLOR?  Kind of crazy 
but I like black – it’s my signature color.
Favorite food?  Growing up by the coast – 
seafood, especially shrimp and crabs. Too bad I am 
allergic to it now
FAVORITE BOOKS & MOVIES?  Currently whatever 
my grandkids want to read. Tie between Dora and 
Thomas The Train. And, I love mystery movies. 
IF YOU could have lunch with anyone, 
who would it be?  My grandparents.  I would ask 
as many questions about their childhood as possible. 
What is your favorite scripture passage? 
and Why? Psalm 25. It has helped me through 
some tough times.
What is An INTERESTING FACT ABOUT 
YOURSELF? I love Elvis and my home is full of Elvis 
memorabilia.  We are planning a trip to Graceland in 
October! Viva Elvis!
What is SOMETHING YOU ARE MOST PROUD 
OF? I have always put God first, but family is next.  
My girls can come to me with anything.  We have a 
great relationship.
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  Parish 
Festival
OCTOBER 3, 2015

ANNUAL

Schedule

Please make plans to join us for our annual 
parish festival, set for Saturday, October 3!

This year we plan to reinstate the 4K Fun Run  - kids, 
walkers, and any and all runners welcome.

We would not be able to put on such an awesome 
event without many volunteers! Volunteer sign-up will 

be made available in September.

We are also in need of items for the Live Auction 
(value of +$200), as well as items for Book Nook, 

Silent Auction Baskets, Wine Pull.

More info: sfatx.org/fest 

8:00 AM  Big Breakfast 
  Garage Sale
  4K Fun Run
  Book Nook
  
10:30 AM Pet Adoption & prizes
  Pet Blessing & games

Afternoon Hot Dog Lunch 
  Free Kids Games
  Free Piñatas
  Kids Baskets
  Free Face Painting
  Free Bounce Houses
  Bingo
  Gift Basket Bidding
  Free Petting Zoo

 Dinner Auction
International Food Sampling & ‘Spirits’

Live Auction • Silent Auction
Wine Pull Raffle • Live Music

$25/person • $50/family max

6:00 PM 

Benefiting
The Grapevine Animal Shelter, 
Grapevine Shield Foundation, 
& St Francis Outreach



ST FRANCIS FAMILIES

Tell us a bit about your family. 
We (Ryan & Ann Marie) have been married for 4 
years, but have known each other for 16 years! We met 
in grade school and grew up together in La Grange, 
Texas. Believe it or not, we actually “dated” once in 6th 
grade and then again our freshman year of high school.  
Before moving to Grapevine two years ago, we lived in 
Oklahoma where Ryan was stationed at Tinker AFB as 
a Cyber Systems Operator for the USAF.

In March, we bought our first home in Roanoke.  Ann 
Marie loves playing with her daughters, going on 
family trips, and planning unusual and fun activities 
for her little girls.  Ryan enjoys being a goofy father, 
programming, graphic & web design, and making 
music. Together we have two girls, Addison who is 
3 years old and Aurianna, who was born on June 8. 
Addison, aka “Addi”, is a very bright and high spirited 
child.  She’s a joy to be around and will bring a smile 
to anyone’s face! As a a social butterfly, she introduces 
our family to many new people everyday. Aurianna, 
aka “Auri”, has brought a sense of calm to our family. 
She has been an easy baby and lets mommy and daddy 
get plenty of sleep. She’s easy to please and loves lots of 
cuddles.

Do you have any fun or interesting family traditions?
Although our family is young, our first established 
tradition was to have Ann Marie’s father, Deacon 
John McCourt, baptize Addison. We look forward to 
having him baptize Aurianna, alongside Father Flynn, 
at St. Francis of Assisi very soon!  We also enjoy the 
Grapevine Christmas Tree Lighting and the Nash 
Farms Easter Egg Hunt each year.

What is a favorite scripture passage for your family? 
Though very short, our favorite passage is Proverbs 3:5 
- “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely 
on your own insight.”  We have experienced first-hand 
many seemingly insurmountable obstacles that could 
have easily discouraged us; however, by remembering 
and trusting in God’s plan, we have faced every 
struggle without hesitation and have been blessed with 
more than we could ever have imagined.

What drew you to St. Francis of Assisi Parish?
We knew the first time we attended mass at St. Francis 
that we wanted it to be our home parish and the 
church we would raise our children in! We knew we 
would be encouraged to know our faith more fully and 
grow in it here. It felt like we were joining a family. The 
spirituality was bursting through the doors with the 
many activities, groups and volunteer opportunities 
that are available here. But our biggest reason for 
joining was Father Flynn! Much like himself, his 
homilies are relatable. We’ve never left mass without a 
very powerful message, plus he is an Aggie!

What parish ministries are your family involved in?
Ann Marie is a member of the MOMS group which 
helps with many of the church activities, such as the 
Chili Cook-off, BBQ Cook-off, and Father-Daughter 
Dance. Ryan is a member of the 10AM Choir. Addison 
(and one day Aurianna) attends SFA Preschool.

What is one sentence to describe our parish to an 
outsider or fallen away Catholic?
A traditional, yet refreshing approach to the Catholic 
faith, which brings a sense of peace in a world that 
won’t slow down and is driven by a zealous, loving and 
faith-filled community. 

Anything else you want to share about yourself, your 
family, or your parish experience?
I (Ryan) was previously a Lutheran for 25 years until 
I was introduced to the Catholic faith.  I originally 
met the Church with admitted hesitation and even 
resistance, but I quickly learned that my hesitance 
was merely the result of misconceptions and 
misunderstandings of the Catholic faith.  When I 
finally opened up and gave my wife the chance to show 
me what the Catholic faith is, I began to understand 
where my protestant past had led me astray.  Now, 
I am 100% sure that we are The Church established 
by Christ and I am not afraid to prove it through 
apologetics to anyone who might disagree.

Heinrich Family

Ray Family
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In every issue, we will feature 1-2 families from 
our parish. Each of these families contributes to 

what makes St. Francis a thriving community. We 
are honored they call us home. To nominate a family 

to be featured, contact dmilliken@sfatx.org.

Tell us a bit about your family.
We (Rose Mary & Neil) have been married 46 years 
and have been members of St. Francis for 29 years. We 
moved to Grapevine from Lexington, Kentucky with 
our two children, Shannon and Cooper. We have four 
grandsons: Garrett 20, Alex 16, Eli 4 and Keller 2 who 
live close by. Neil worked for GTE/Verizon for 39 years 
and has been retired since 2007; Rose Mary worked for 
Landscape Resources and continues to work part-time 
for Sports Turf Services.  

Our son, Cooper, has a master’s degree in pastoral 
studies from Loyola University in New Orleans and 
travels nationwide doing Youth Ministry, as a speaker, 
musician and retreat facilitator.

What is an interesting fact about you family that 
people may not suspect or know?
Neil converted to Catholicism in 1986 right before we 
moved to Texas. We were transferred to Texas on a two 
year temporary assignment (29 years ago).  We like to 
go on cruises and to go kayaking when the weather 
permits.

Do you have any fun or interesting family traditions?
Our family gets together for Thanksgiving, Easter and 
Christmas, even when we don’t all live close by. We 
have a tradition of sharing a Blessing Cup at all family 
gatherings.

What is a favorite scripture passage for your family? 
Luke 23: 42-43 - the good thief.  It shows how loving 
and forgiving God is, and that there is hope for us all.

What is one way your family prays together?
It is hard to pick just one way. We pray at all meals at 
home or when dining out. We pray each evening before 
we go to bed. When we travel, we always say a special 
traveler’s prayer.  Of course we pray at church and with 
our family at all special occasions.

What drew you to St Francis of Assisi Parish?
After being transferred to Texas, Neil had 8 weeks to 
scout out a Catholic church that he thought would 
make our young family feel at home. Upon the family’s 
arrival, we visited several of those churches in the area.  
It was a unanimous family decision that St. Francis was 
the one we wanted to attend.  Everyone was so warm 
and friendly, especially Father B and Deacon MC.

What do you love most about the parish?
There is a great feeling of community and a full, active 
and conscious participation in the liturgy at mass.

What parish ministries are your family involved in?
10AM Choir, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion, Marriage Sponsor Couple, Knights of 
Columbus and the Knights Ladies Auxiliary.

What is one sentence to describe our parish to an 
outsider or fallen away Catholic?
St. Francis can provide you a warm, friendly and loving 
place where God is always present in word and deed.

Anything else you would like to share about yourself, 
your family or parish experience?
When looking for a Catholic church in the area, I (Ray) 
told Rose Mary that I thought I had found the right 
place for our family to worship. It had a Hungarian 
priest and a Hispanic deacon; I couldn’t understand 
either one, but St. Francis just felt like home.  

Ray Family

WATCH & LISTEN
Did you know that some of Father Flynn’s homilies, music selections from the 4PM Mass Band, talks from 
Apologetics 101, and The Frank Show, our parish-based podcast that features Jared, Edmund and Nic, are all 
available on Sound Cloud and iTunes? Find out more: sfatx.org/watch-listen/



PRESCHOOL NEWS

St. Francis is excited to welcome our new Preschool Director, 
Karen Bedore. Originally from Houston, Karen is a product of 
Catholic education, attending St. Jerome School and Incarnate 
Word Academy. After 2.5 years of college, she married an Army 
man and moved to Germany where her daughter was born. 
Her young family returned to Fort Hood for 2 years before 
being stationed once again in Germany during the Persian 
Gulf War. “I truly enjoyed my 6 years in Germany and look 
forward to going back to Europe one day.” Karen has two grown 
children, Brian and Jessica. Brian and his wife Allison live in 
Weatherford, Texas, with their two sons, Jackson and Austin. 
Jessica and her husband Gordon live in Houston.  

After returning from Germany in 1992, Karen started working 
with children as a two-year-old teacher in the Early Childhood 
Center at St. Jerome in Houston. “Other than raising my two 
children, I am probably most proud of myself for going back 

to college and earning my degree. I had been out of school for 10 years when we moved back to Houston from 
Germany. It was important for me to show my children how important getting a college degree was for them. I 
graduated from college just one week before my son graduated from 8th grade.”

After earning that degree in business administration from the University of St. Thomas, she became the Assistant 
Director for St. Jerome. Then in 2003, Karen transferred to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Houston as the Director 
of their S.E.E.D.S. Preschool. Karen helped both preschools receive national accreditation through the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). 

She left Houston in 2011 to be closer to her grandsons. “I was blessed to be able to be a leave my work and be a 
full-time grandma while they were infants. When I found the job posting for St. Francis’ Director, I knew God 
was sending me a message that it was time to come back to my other passion – educating young children, not 
only in academics, but also in the Catholic faith. That being said, I will be spending my days off visiting my 
grandsons. I love taking them to explore all the wonderful children adventures in the area.” 

“I cannot wait to meet the children and families that will be coming to the Preschool this year and in the future. 
The staff has already been so warm and welcoming that I can see a very loving, family atmosphere is present in 
this Preschool,” said Karen. “I am just so excited to be here at St. Francis of Assisi. I know that God has a plan for 
me here and I can’t wait to live it out!”

Karen Bedore  
 - OUr New PRESCHOOL Director - 

PARISH PRIDE
Congratulations to these St. Francis students from Holy Trinity Catholic School and Nolan Catholic High 
School on making the Spring Semester Honor Roll of the 2014-2015 school year! What an accomplisment!

Will Atto
Grace Beaty
Georgia Bryant
Karina Buls
Andrew Camargo
Cecilia Cerone
Michael Chiffolo
Nico Chio
Cristobal de Oyarzabal Barba
Abby Eskew

Maddie Eskew
Kendall Fryar
Cayden Hart
Katherine Isakson
Robert Isakson
Jessica Junginger
Joshua Keen 
Marie Kuelbs
Brycen Lefner
Annalise Lozano

Andriy Malyshchak
Maria Molina
Lauren O’Donnell-Griffin
Cianna Penn 
Sarah Peterson
Lane Proctor
Reed Proctor
Logan Reeder
John Ringo
Josh Ringo

Caroleen Saba
Alexandra Santiago
Olivia Santiago
Gabriella Todd
Tashina VanderWoude
Jared Wewers
Chandler Wewers
Jenna Wolgamott
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MINISTERIO HISPANO

ENCUENTRO MUNDIAL DE LAS FAMILIAS 2015
Nos preparamos al VIII Encuentro Mundial de las Familias 2015 Filadelfia - Del 22 al 27 de Septiembre. El 
Encuentro Mundial de las Familias es una convocatoria a nivel internacional, con una periodicidad de tres años, 
convocada por el Pontificio Consejo para la Familia para celebrar la familia, y en la que se trata de dialogar y 
profundizar en la visión católica de la familia nos unimos orando: Dios y Padre de todos nosotros, en Jesús, tu 
Hijo y nuestro Salvador, que nos han convertido en sus hijos e hijas en la familia de la Iglesia. Que tu gracia y 
amor ayudar a nuestras familias en todas las partes del mundo se unen entre sí en la fidelidad al Evangelio.
Que el ejemplo de la Sagrada Familia, con la ayuda de tu Espíritu Santo, guía a todas las familias, especialmente 
aquellas con más problemas, como los hogares de la comunión y la oración y de buscar siempre su verdad y vivir 
en su amor.  Por Cristo nuestro Señor. Amén. Jesús, María y José, ruega por nosotros! 

ACTIVIDADES 
• Para las parejas que pronto recibirán el 

Sacramento del Matrimonio les invitamos 
a un RETIRO DE PAREJAS ESTE 12 DE 
SEPTIEMBRE, llame a la Oficina y pide 
informes.

• Inicio del Catecismo para los niños. 
Miércoles tendremos dos horarios 4:15 y 
7:00 p.m.

• Jóvenes de séptimo, octavo y mas que no 
han recibido PRIMERA COMUNION. 
Contacte a la Oficina par informes. 

• Grupo de Oración en su nuevo horario 
invita a todos. Lunes 6:30 p.m.

PAPA FRANCISCO EN SURAMERICA
“Está por venir el tiempo donde gustamos el amor 

cotidiano, donde nuestros hijos redescubren el espacio que 
compartimos, y los mayores están presentes en el gozo de 

cada día. El mejor de los vinos está en la esperanza, 
está por venir para cada persona que se arriesga al amor. 

Y en la familia hay que arriesgarse al amor, 
hay que arriesgarse a amar.”     

 
- Homilía, Santa Misa en el Parque de los Samanes 

Guayaquil, Ecuador (Lunes 6 de julio de 2015)

uGraduación del instituto Juan Pablo Segundo con la presencia del 
Obispo. vLa iglesia de San Francisco de Asis se alegra en la graduación 
de 18 miembros de nuestra parroquia en las diferentes pastorales el día 
28 de junio recibieron su diploma. wConferencias de verano.

CONTACTO
Sr. Rosa María Rodríguez Treviño, MCSH
rosyrodriguez@sfatx.org \\ 817-481-2685 ext. 239
Rosie Rodriguez
rrodriguez@sfatx.org \\ 817-481-2685 ext. 221

u

v

w



STAFF BLOG SAMPLINGS

Are You Good Enough for God?
Joseph Barringhaus
Youth Events Coordinator & Social Media Assistant 
Often times I struggle with thinking I’m not good 
enough for God. Thinking that I sin so I’m not worthy 
of talking to God. That He’s too good for me to talk 
to him and I know I’m not the only one. Many people 
turn away from Christ because they think they’re 
unworthy of heaven and if they can’t make it why 
would they even try.

By looking at the picture to the right, I realized a few 
things. Look through them below with me:

Lets start with Noah. Looking at Genesis 9:20-21 
we read “Then Noah began farming and planted a 
vineyard. He drank of the wine and became drunk, 
and uncovered himself inside his tent.” Noah, the man 
God trusted to save the world with one animal at a 
time got drunk.

To start out with Jacob go and read Genesis chapter 
27. Once you’ve read this you’ll realize that Jacob lied 
to his father Isaac to receive the blessing of the first-
born son. However, Jacob had faith and trusted God to 
provide for him and his 12 sons.

Moses, anyone that knows the faith knows who Moses 
was. You know the guy that led the Hebrews out of 
Egypt and brought down the Ten Commandments 
down from Mount Sinai. God trusted Moses with 
the ten most important rules. Did you know Moses 
murdered someone? Let’s go to Exodus 2:11-12 “In 
the course of time Moses grew up. Then he went to 
see his own people and watched them suffering under 
forced labor. He saw a Hebrew, one of his own people, 
being beaten by an Egyptian.  He looked all around, 
and when he didn’t see anyone, he beat the Egyptian 
to death and hid the body in the sand”. But most of us 
only know Moses as the wonderful guy who saved the 
Hebrews from Egypt. The man that God entrusted the 
outline for our life to killed a man out of anger.

King David, the guy from the story David and Goliath 
had an affair. We will start with 2 Samuel 11. Once 
you read this verse you’ll realize that David sent his 
servants to get Bathsheba, a married woman. When he 
later realized she was married, David sent Bathsheba’s 
husband onto the frontline of the army where he was 

killed. Even 
though God 
knew David 
would do 
these horrible 
things God 
trusted 
him as the 
next King of Israel. David was a man of extreme faith 
writing many of the Psalms in the Bible.

Like I said before we often think we’re not good 
enough for Gods love. We lose our faith, turn away 
from Christ, and feel alone because we think we 
sin too much or aren’t good enough for God. But 
throughout the Bible we find all of these people that 
God trusted with everything! We see that Noah who 
got drunk but God gave him and his family a boat to 
save the world, Jacob lied to his father but trusted God 
and was given 12 sons, Moses murdered an Egyptian 
guard but was trusted with the Ten Commandments, 
and King David had an adultery with a woman and 
sent her husband to die in battle. However, the one 
thing all of these men had in common was their faith 
in God. We all fall short once in a while, but if you ever 
feel like you’re unworthy just remember that even the 
people God trusted with everything fell short. Jesus 
died on the cross, but he loved us so much that death 
couldn’t contain him and he rose from the dead to be 
seated at the right hand of the father. God is watching 
over us and loves us so much.

This post was first published April 7, 2015 on 
josephbarringhaus.com.

CONNECT WITH 
ST. FRANCIS
ON SOCIAL MEDIA
@StFrancisTX
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Who are You Evangelizing?
Edmund Mitchell
Director of Youth Catechesis & Evangelization

The Church’s deepest identity and reason 
for existence is to evangelize.  (See Evangelii 
Nuntiandi par. 14)  And Jesus commanded 
and commisioned all of us to “Go and make 
disciples of all nations”. (Matt 28:19)

But who are we called to evangelize?  In 
the Church document “Mission of the 
Redeemer” (or Redemptoris Missio for you 
Latin lovers), Pope John Paul II points out 
three contexts in which the Church is called 
to evangelize.

According to Pope John Paul II, there are 
really only three types of people in the world:

Those who have never heard Christ or the 
Gospel.  These people don’t know about the 

Gospel, and therefore through no fault of their own 
they don’t care about the Gospel. The missionary 
activity, or mission ad gentes of the Church is focused 
here.

Those who have heard the Gospel and are 
committed to Christian living and striving for 

holiness.  These people know the Gospel and Christ 
and care about the Gospel and Christ.  The pastoral 
activity of the Church is focused here.

Those who have heard about Christ and the 
Gospel to some extent, but have “lost a living 

sense of faith, or even no longer consider themselves 
members of the Church, and live a life far removed 
from Christ and his Gospel.”  The third context, as 
a kind of middle position between the previous two 
ends of the spectrum, consists of people who know the 
Gospel, or at least have come in contact with it to some 
extent.  And, for some reason or another, they don’t 
care about the Gospel they have been presented.  They 
are the third generation Catholics in a postChristianity 
Europe and America whose parents only went to Mass 
on Christmas and Easter, and who become atheists or 
casual agnostics by the end of college.  Or they are the 
children of ex-Catholics who are told that Catholics 
worship Mary and the Pope and don’t believe the Bible.

What is required in this third case?  “In this case 
what is needed is a ‘new evangelization’ or a ‘re-
evangelization’”.  In this third case, a jarring from 
previously conceived notions is required.  For this 
third case, Christianity (or Catholicism) has been tried 
and found wanting, or so they think.

These activities of the Church’s evangelization are 
related.  “Each of them influences, stimulates and 
assists the others.” (Redemptoris missio par. 34)  But 
each context does require a different approach.  Each 
type of person brings with them a different lens 
through which they see the Church and the Gospel 
and Christ.  Some see Christ for the first time, others 
know Christ and need to better understand Him.  Still 
others have rejected what they thought was Christ, or 
have intentionally rejected Christ whom they really did 
know.  Each requires different sensitivities, approaches, 
and methods.

Whether we are Catholic writers or speakers or 
missionaries or priests or mothers or lawyers or 
businessmen, the question we should all be asking 
ourselves when we attempt to participate in the 
Church’s call to evangelize is:

Who are we evangelizing?
This post was first published on January 22, 2013 on 
edmundmitchell.com.
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